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Every Child’s a Star! 

‘As God’s children, we shine like Stars’ Philippians 2 v.15 

 

 

Our Promise 

Every day at Costock Church School we are experiencing 

and learning; 

Service to God, each other and ourselves, Truth, Agape and 

Respect 

As we leave each day we take these Christian Values with us 
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1. Purpose of the policy 

This policy reflects the aims and values of Costock C of E Primary School. It ensures all stakeholders, 
including staff, governors, parents and pupils, are working towards the same goals. 

The purpose of this policy is to:  

 Set out a framework for all teaching and non-teaching staff, giving guidance on planning, teaching and 
assessment 

 Demonstrate adherence to the National Curriculum objectives and guidelines (if appropriate) 

 Provide clear information to parents and carers about what their children will be taught 

 Allow the governing board to monitor the curriculum 

 Provide Ofsted inspectors with evidence of curriculum planning and implementation 

 

2. Intent 

At Costock CofE Primary School we intend to help children develop skills and knowledge that will enable them 
to communicate creatively with the world at large, through spoken and written language, whilst enabling each 
child to reach his/her full potential. We also intend to help children to enjoy and appreciate literature and its 
rich variety. We have organised our broad and balanced curriculum to incorporate the cross curricular 
schemes of work This enables us to deliver a vibrant and challenging programme of learning. 

 
 

3. Aims and outcomes 

Through our curriculum, we aim for pupils to: 

• Be able to communicate effectively, speaking with increasing confidence, clarity and fluency.  

• Be able to think clearly and articulate their thoughts in speaking and writing. 

• Listen to the views, opinions and ideas of others with interest 

• Ask questions with increasing relevance and insight 
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• Develop positive attitudes towards reading so that it is a pleasurable and meaningful activity 

• Develop reading strategies and use these as an integral part of learning throughout the curriculum 

• Be confident and reflective users of language, able to analyse and evaluate features of language. 

• Develop their knowledge and understanding and use of spoken and written English and Reading across a 
broad and balanced curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and reinforce taught literacy skills. 

• Develop as people, applying Costock’s values to their own lives. 

 

By the time pupils leave the school, they should: 

• Be able to read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 
reading, writing and spoken language 

• Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

• Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, 
purposes and audiences 

• Use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding 
and ideas 

• Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others 
and participating in debate. 

 

4. Teaching and learning 

 
English is taught in mixed-age classes by class teachers. Lesson plans are based around the subject’s long-
term plan and resources available, with objectives adapted to suit the stage of development for the pupils in 
each class. The teaching of English might involve: 

 Whole-class teaching 

 Small group discussions 

 Reading from textbooks 

 Looking at photographs/illustrations/images/videos 

 Projects/research 

 Role play 

 External speakers 

 

 

5. Curriculum overview 

Subject Organisation:  

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, Communication and Language and Literacy are covered throughout all 
of the foundation curriculum in the course of a week through each of the prime and specific areas of learning 
and development. 

In Key Stage 1 and 2 the English Curriculum is delivered using the National Curriculum 2014 guidelines. 
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Key Stage 1 and EYFS have daily Phonics sessions and Key Stage 1 do daily handwriting sessions. KS1 and 
KS2 have daily English and Spelling lessons. 

5.1 Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Communication and Language and Literacy are covered throughout all of the foundation curriculum in the 
course of a week through each of the prime and specific areas of learning and development. Communication 
and language learning follows the prime area of learning and literacy learning follows the specific area of 
learning. Opportunities are provided for children to communicate thoughts, ideas and feelings. Children 
frequently share and enjoy a wide range of texts and their environment reflects the importance of language. 
Pupils are provided with opportunities to see adults writing and given ample opportunities to participate in 
guided sessions, as well as being encouraged to experiment with writing themselves. 

5.2 Key Stage 1 (KS1) and Key Stage 2 (KS2) 

Effective Planning ensures… 

• That there is progression and continuity related to previous learning. 

• That there are achievable learning outcomes for all of the pupils. 

• A focus on developing basic skills in reading and writing 

• That new vocabulary is taught explicitly and then reviewed and applied regularly in spoken language, 
reading and writing. 

• That the teaching provides support and scaffolding to enable all children to make progress 

• That the teacher’s and additional adults’ time is employed effectively throughout the lesson 

 

Speaking and Listening 

Speaking and listening are at the heart of language not only as foundations for reading and writing but also as 
essential skills for thinking and communication. They are also critical to extend pupils’’ receptive and 
expressive vocabulary. 

We aim for pupils to be able to: 

• Use speech appropriate for different purposes, particularly focusing on the use of Standard English. 

• Understand the effect of speech on the listener. 

• Use talk to develop and express ideas and use discussion in order to learn 

• Communicate meaning effectively. 

• Follow verbal instructions accurately. 

• Understand the importance of good listening and how to respond during discussions. 

• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 
spoken language. 

• Develop inference skills through listening activities. 

• Model and articulate ideas before writing 

 

Speaking and Listening Implementation 

We provide quality and varied experiences of language so that pupils develop their vocabulary and grammar 
and understanding for reading and writing. Interactive teaching strategies are used to engage all pupils in 
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order to raise reading and writing standards. Children are encouraged to develop effective communication 
skills in readiness for later life. 

 

Reading 

We are determined that every pupil in our school will learn to read. We prioritize reading because we 
understand that it is key to all learning. 

We aim for pupils to be able to: 

• Become fluent, confident, enthusiastic, critical and independent readers. 

• Have an interested in words and their meanings and develop their vocabulary through reading. 

• At early stages of reading, use phonics as their primary method of reading unfamiliar words. 

• Use a range of strategies to retrieve, interpret and infer information. 

• Reflect on their reading and offer a personal response to a wide range of texts. 

• Appreciate the tolls of the writer and the techniques used to involve the reader in the text. 

• Build these strategies into their own writing, 

• Appreciate the work of individual’s authors, illustrators and publishers. 

• Read regularly with adults both at home and at school. 

• Access a wide range of quality reading materials in a variety of genres, which reflect different cultures 
including classroom materials, and materials in school and public libraries. 

• Use ICT based reference materials for information. 

• Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. 

 

Reading Implementation 

• Early reading is taught through a rigorous and sequential approach to systematic synthetic phonics. 

• At early stages of reading, we focus on ensuring that children gain the phonics knowledge and 
development of vocabulary needed as the foundation for future learning. 

• At early stages of reading, we taught children to use phonics as their primary method of reading unfamiliar 
words. We then teach pupils to use a range of further strategies which will help them to read with 
meaning, understanding, fluency, accuracy and expression. 

• In English lessons, we choose high quality core texts which allow children to explore our Costock values, 
widen their experiences and expand their vocabulary. They become very familiar with these texts 
exploring them in depth through drama, discussion and character analysis. 

 

Reading Lessons 

In EYFS and KS1, whole class reading is included in Phonics lessons, English lessons, and Topic lessons 
and in class story lessons. Reading skills are taught explicitly in Phonic sessions (see below) and in individual 
and Guided Reading sessions. In KS2, whole class reading is included in English and Topic lessons. 

 

Individual Reading 

• Reading to adults encourages the children to develop their reading ability. Children read to an adult every 
day either at home or at school and comments and recording in their diaries. They read to an adult as an 
expectation of Home Learning. 

• Early Readers read books which are phonically decodable using the graphemes they have been taught, 
following the progression taught in phonics sessions. This allows children to apply their knowledge of 
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Phonics to reading a book. We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Big Cat books and a selection of 
schemes for Book-Banded books. 

 

Adults reading to children 

Adults read to their class daily from high quality texts chosen to represent a range of genres including stories, 
rhymes and non-fiction and a range of significant authors and to develop pupils’ vocabulary, language 
comprehension and love of reading. 

 

Phonics 

Early reading is taught through a rigorous and sequential to systematic synthetic phonics. Children are taught 
to use their knowledge of phonics as their method to read unfamiliar words. 

We follow the Letters and Sounds Little Wandle validate phonics programme. We have clear expectations for 
pupils’ phonics progress term by term from Reception to Year 2. We carry out ongoing termly assessments to 
identify any pupil who is falling behind these expectations and provide targeted support immediately to 
address their needs. 

The teaching of phonics happens every day from the second week of Reception and through to whole class 
Phonics in Key Stage 1 and exclusive daily SPaG sessions for Year 2. Children are taught to read through a 
whole class approach with sessions building from 15 minutes to 30 minutes from reception to key stage one in 
addition to reading during English lessons and individual reading practice with an adult. The sessions are fast-
paced and engaging and use a strategy known as ‘my turn’ (where teachers model how to read) ‘together’ 
(where teachers and children read together) and ‘your turn’ (where children read on their own). 

Pupils are taught to recognise letters and letter combinations that represent sounds in words (grapheme-
phoneme correspondences or GPCs) and the rhymes that go with them. They practice quick recognition of 
these GPCs and learn to articulate them clearly and correctly. They learn to apply these to words that can be 
segmented and blended along with alien (made-up nonsense) words). 

The next section of phonics lessons teaches children to blend these sounds to read words, following clear 
modelling by the teacher and then segment words into sounds to help with spelling and writing. Within each 
session, children then practice and apply these skills in reading texts using the GPCs that are being taught, in 
playing games using the GPCs, or in writing simple sentences focusing on those GPCs.  

Children also learn to read tricky words (high frequency words and words that cannot be decoded through 
‘normal’ spelling rules) through regular practice of these during phonics and English lessons. 

All children continue to develop their phonics knowledge through regular phonics sessions. Children who do 
not pass their phonics screening in Year 1 receive extra phonics support through interventions in year 2. 

Any children who are not secure in their phonic knowledge by the time they reach KS2 continue to have 
regular reading sessions and read books that are phonically decodable.  

 

 

Writing 

It is important for pupils to develop as independent, confident, enthusiastic and expressive writers. They 
should be able to use a range of forms for a variety of purposes and audiences and be confident in their 
choice of language style for a specific purpose. Pupils should also regard themselves as writers and value 
their own work and that of others. 

We aim for pupils to be able to: 

• Use writing as a means to communicate ideas and information to the reader. 

• Use spelling, punctuation and syntax accurately and with confidence. 

• Write in a grammatically accurate way. 

• Have an interest in words and their meaning and be able to use a growing vocabulary effectively. 
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• Have a good understanding of the features needed when writing for a specific purpose. 

• Understand the conventions of written language. 

• Have fluent and legible handwriting. 

• Be familiar with a range of structures in fiction, poetry and non-fiction, Use this knowledge to write 
effectively in a range of different styles. 

• Understand how writers can have an effect on the reader and incorporate ideas and skills of other authors 
into their own writing. 

• Plan, draft, revise and edit their own writing making significant revisions where appropriate. 

• Work collaboratively with other children to discuss the editing of written work. 

• Use ICT as a tool for writing. 

 

Writing Implementation 

As a school we follow Rising Stars’ Read into Writing scheme that is a complete suite of materials that 
provides a reading-rich curriculum for quality first teaching of English from Reception to Year 6. Reading is at 
the core of our English curriculum and each unit teaches reading in depth, first and foremost, through a 
rounded study of the whole text. Metacognitive questioning encourages children to engage with what they do 
as readers and writers, so that learning is personal to them rather than seen as ‘school’ reading and writing; it 
is part of their self-expression. The books we study have been carefully selected to give our children a breadth 
of reading experience that includes exploration of themes, philosophical questions, context, the children’s own 
experiences as well as the emotional journey the characters go on in the stories. In each unit of work there 
are approximately 3 key pieces of writing in each unit. There are other pieces of writing that children will do, 
that form part of the learning process. Objectives and outcomes for each week within each unit is focussed on 
objectives and outcomes which are based on spoken language, reading and writing. 

 

Read into Writing delivers the entire National Curriculum for English with key objectives for spoken language, 
reading, grammar and writing identified for each session. 

Read into Writing if influenced by Bruner’s notion of the ‘spiral curriculum’ in which children across each year 
group will learn and revisit many aspects of the curriculum, supporting the belief that English is a recursive 
subject and that knowledge and skills need to be continually revised e.g.  
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Cross-curricular writing 

Writing is regarded as a cross-curricular skill, and contexts and purpose for writing are often embedded in 
other areas of the curriculum. 

 

Feedback and Marking 

Writing is marked in accordance with the school’s marking policy. It is expected that English books are 
marked on a daily basis, with most feedback taking place during the lesson. 

 

Handwriting 

All year groups follow the Collins Treasure House Handwriting Scheme. Correct letter formation following the 
scheme is modelled by teaching marking and during teaching. Handwriting is also taught as independent 
lessons in all key stages, to ensure presentational standards are high and remain there. During these 
sessions, children practice specific joins and words that include that join. This is evidenced in their English, 
Phonics and Handwriting books, to remind the children to always write in this way. Some children require 
intervention for handwriting, which is evidenced in a handwriting book. See Handwriting Policy for more 
information. 

Spelling 

Pupils should develop as independent and accurate spellers who are confidence to use an evolving and 
adventurous vocabulary in their own writing. 

We aim for pupils to be able to: 

• Attempt to spell words for themselves using a range of strategies. 

• Write an increasingly wide range of words from memory. There are focus spelling lists for each year group 
linked to the New National Curriculum 2014. 

• Use a variety of resources to help with spelling e.g. dictionaries, word banks, and classroom environment. 

• Develop an understanding of spelling patterns and rules. 

• Use a range of strategies to learn spellings, especially those mis-spelt in their own work. 

 

Spelling Implementation 

Spelling is taught and practiced in specific Spelling lessons using the Rising Stars Spelling scheme, which 
focusses on spelling patterns and spelling of high frequency words, and children are given regular 
opportunities to practice these spellings. 

Children are also taught words that do not necessarily follow a specific pattern but appear on the National 
Curriculum year group word lists. In Foundation lessons, subject specific vocabulary is displayed on walls and 
pupils are expected to use correct spellings of these words. 
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5.4 Programmes of study 
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6. Cross-curricular links and SMSC 

Teachers will take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links where applicable. This gives 
pupils opportunities to review and apply knowledge from Foundation lessons, to learn and apply subject 
specific vocabulary and to use familiar words in new contexts. 

Planning includes regular opportunities to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquire 
through English lessons to other areas of the curriculum. English lessons will be linked to the termly topic. 

Reading and writing skills are also taught within foundation lessons, to ensure these skills are embedded 
throughout, and writing levels remain consistently high across all lessons in a day. 
 

English shares links with the following subjects: 

 Maths: reasoning skills both written and orally 

 RE: deeper understanding of different religions and their influence 

 ICT: reading and writing when using programmes and typing 

 Geography: reading maps and signs 

 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC): encourages empathy towards other cultures and religions, 
and reflection on moral issues through high quality texts 

 Speaking and listening: use speech appropriate for different purposes, understand the effect of speech on 
the listener, use talk to develop and express ideas and use discussion in order to learn, comminate 
meaning effectively, follow verbal instructions accurately 

 

7. Assessment and recording 

7.1 Assessment 
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Costock CofE Primary School uses assessment to enable staff to understand what pupils have learnt before, 
what they need to learn now and what they will learn next.  

All teachers make individual informal assessments when are where appropriate, to ensure that progress is 
regularly recorded and monitored. These assessments are used to inform future planning and to set targets. 

EYFS pupils are assessed through observations, activities and work scrutiny which is then recorded. In EYFS 
and KS1 pupils’ progress in recognising and blending with an increasing range of Grapheme-Phoneme 
Correspondence in assessed half termly on Little Wandle. In KS1 and KS2, assessment of basic skills in 
reading and writing are carried out half-termly and are used to inform planning. Commercially produced 
standardised tests are also used to assess progress in reading.  

Pupils are amply prepared for both official and unofficial assessments to accurately gauge a fair 
representation of the level they are working at. All assessments will take place according to the guidelines set 
out in the assessment policy. 

Staff will ensure the progression and development of pupils through identifying individual and collective 
strengths and areas for improvement through formative and summative assessments, in line with the school’s 
assessment policy. 

Upon progression through key stages, pupils’ assessment records and individual reports will be made 
available to prospective teachers to familiarise and to set appropriate future targets according to current 
standards. 

Formative assessment 
Formative English assessment is ongoing and will be used to inform teachers in relation to their planning, 
lesson activities and differentiation.  

Summative assessment 
Summative assessment is completed termly, based on the speaking and listening, read and writing skills that 
the medium-term plan requires as a key focus. 

At the end of each school term, pupils will be assessed within 1 of the following bands:  

• Pre-Key Stage (PKS) 

• Working Towards the curriculum (WTS) 

• Working at Expected (EXS) 

• Working at Greater depth (GDS)  

See Assessment Policy 

 

Marking 
Children receive regular feedback and Costock CofE Primary School marking follows the school’s marking 
and feedback policy. 

See Feedback and Marking Policy 

7.2 Recording 

In english, pupils will record their learning in the following ways: 

• English books 

• Spelling books 

• Phonics books 

• Reading diaries and reading records 

• Reception-Individual Learning Journey 

This may take the form of photographs, pictures, notes or written work, and may be worksheet-based or fully 
independent.  
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8. Resources 

8.1 Textbooks and other equipment 

English resources comprise of high-quality texts that we either store in the school library or use the Inspire 
Library service. All classes have a reading corner and access to both fiction, non-fiction and poetry books as 
well as dictionaries and thesauruses. The English lead is responsible for ensuring that resources and 
equipment are sufficiently maintained, and for maintaining an inventory of resources. The English lead will 
carry out an annual audit of the English resources, reordering anything that needs replacing when necessary. 
Equipment will be checked by the relevant teacher prior to each use and any damages or defects will be 
reported to the English lead immediately.  

8.2 External speakers, local museums, trips 

Where possible we try to enhance our curriculujm through external speakers such as authors and school trips 

where children can use their reading and speaking and listening skills to aid their learning. We celebrate 

World Book Day every year and this encourages our children at Costock CofE Primary to develop a passion 

for reading. 

9. Roles and responsibilities 

9.1 Headteacher 

The headteacher at our school will: 

 Support the subject leader but also hold them to account for the effectiveness of the subject 

 Support staff through the provision of training and resources 

 Monitor the planning and delivery of the subject 

 Ensure the requirements of the National Curriculum are met 

 Ensure this policy is reviewed according to the timescales set out  

9.2 Subject leader 

The subject leaders at our school will: 

 Prepare and review subject policy and curriculum plans 

 Promote the study of the subject throughout the school 

 Monitor the teaching and assessment of the subject 

 Attend appropriate CPD  

 Stay informed regarding developments in the study and teaching of the subject 

 Evaluate resources 

 Provide training and CPD to staff on the subject curriculum and its delivery, and keep them informed about 
subject developments nationally  

 Assess the impact of the subject curriculum on pupils’ learning and development 

 Make presentations to governors on the subject and how it is being taught 

9.3 Link governor 

The link governor responsible for English at our school will: 

 Monitor the impact of the subject across the school and on pupils   

 Monitor teacher workload and professional development 
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 Ensure subject action plans are suitable 

 Monitor the quality of resources 

 Keep track of pupil and parent engagement with the subject 

 Keep up to date with the curriculum (what's taught, why it's taught, and how it's taught) 

9.4 Classroom teacher 

Classroom teachers at our school will: 

 Teach and assess the subject according to the principles laid out in this policy 

 Report to the subject leader 

 Maintain subject knowledge and appropriate CPD 

9.5 Parents 

The parent community at our school will: 

 Make sure their children are prepared for learning 

 Monitor the completion of home learning 

 

10. Inclusion 

Teachers follow the Costock CofE SEND and Inclusion Policy to ensure that all children make progress in 
English. Teaching assistants are used to support some children, as well as technologies that may aid their 
learning. Teachers will be competent in identifying pupils’ needs and will set work matched to the needs of 
individuals – depending on ability that may involve altered tasks/curriculum within a different group. 

Teachers set high expectations for all pupils in English. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious 
targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including: 

• More able pupils 

• Pupils with low prior attainment 

• Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 

• Pupils with special educational needs (SEN) 

• Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) 

 

Equal opportunities in English are addressed as follows: 

• Pupils with special needs have equal access to the English curriculum through the use of differentiated 
learning strategies and tasks. 

• Specific teaching strategies are used to maximise access to the curriculum for pupils with specific needs. 

• Respect for cultural and linguistic diversity is promoted through the use of resources on multi-cultural 
themes. 

• An awareness of other dialects and Standard English encouraged through using a range of texts. 

• Gender equality is promoted by ensuring that both boys and girls have access to all aspects of the English 
curriculum.  

• Opportunities to consider diversity in culture, gender and race are provided through discussion, texts and 
resources. 

 

11. Links to other policies 
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This subject policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

 Curriculum policy 

 Assessment policy 

 Marking and Feedback policy 

 SEND policy 

 

12. Monitoring and review 

This policy will be reviewed by SLT every 3 years or sooner if required. 


